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1. HEREWITH JONATHAN RANDAL ARTICLE ON YOUNG 

ENDS U.S. -GHANA RIFT; HE SEES RHODESIAN BLACK LEADER 
(WASHINGTON POST) OF SATURDAY, 14 MAY: 

IN A FLYING SEVEN-HOUR VISIT, ANDREW YOUNG, U.S. AMBASSADOR 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS, PATCHED UP U.S. RELATIONS WITH 
GHANA, OFFERED TO MEDIATE IN A STUDENT DEMONSTRATION AND 
HAD IMPROMPTU TALKS WITH A MAJOR BLACK NATIONALIST RHODESIAN 
LEADER. 

ONLY THE FIRST ITEM WAS ON HIS OFFICIAL AGENDA. BUT DESPITE 
THE WILTING, HUMID WEATHER, YOUNG TALKED WITH STUDENTS AND 
MET WITH THE REV. NDABANINGI SITHOLE, ONE OF FOUR MAJOR 
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RHODESIAN NATIONALIST LEADERS. 

SHORTLY AFTER YOUNG AND HIS PARTY ARRIVED IN ACCRA FROM THE 
IVORY COAST, A GROUP OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS-THEIR LEADERS 
CLAIMED THAT THEY WERE 2,000-STRONG-SOUGHT TO MARCH TO THE 

CITY CENTER IN AN ANTIGOVERNMENT PROTEST. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ALTHOUGH THE STUDENT LEADERS INSISTED TO REPORTERS THAT 
THEIR DEMONSTRATION WAS NOT INTENDED TO EMBARRASS THE 
GOVERNMENT DURING YOUNG'S VISIT, THE AMERICAN DIPLOMAT 

LATER SAID GEN. I;K. ACHEAMPONG, THE CHIEF OF STATE, HAD 
TOLD HIM HE WAS CONVINCED THAT THAT WAS THEIR GOAL. 

YOUNG SAID HE OFFERED "TO USE MY GOOD OFFICES. ..SINCE I'M 
VERY MUCH AT HOME WITH STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS," BUT HIS 
HOSTS SHOWED NO INTEREST. 

IN HIS TALKS, YOUNG SOUGHT TO SUPPORT THE ACHEAMPONG 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT, WHICH HAS GROWN INCREASINGLY UN- 
POPULAR BECAUSE OF RISING PRICES, A WORTHLESS CURRENCY, 
WIDESPREAD CORRUPTION AND ITS REFUSAL TO HAND POWER BACK 
TO CIVILIANS. 

YOUNG BLAMED GHANA'S PROBLEMS ON QUADRUPLED OIL PRICES AND 
A DROP IN THE PRICE OF BAUXITE, A MAJOR EXPORT. 

YOUNG'S VISIT WAS VISIBLE EVIDENCE THAT A RIFT WITH THE 
UNITED STATES OVER THE CANCELLATION OF A SCHEDULED VISIT 
LAST APRIL BY SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER WAS 
OVER. 

"THEY WERE DESPERATE TO KISS AND MAKE UP," ONE FOREIGN 
DIPLOMAT SAID IN EXPLAINING GHANIAN EMBARRASSMENT OVER THE 
INCIDENT. NO OFFICIAL REASON WAS EVER GIVEN FOR THE 
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CANCELLATION OF THE KISSINGER VISIT, BUT EXPLANATIONS 
RANGED FROM PRESSURE FROM NIGERIA AND THE SOVIET UNION TO 
ACHEAMPONG'S SUDDEN ILLNESS. 

IN ANSWER TO A REPORTER'S QUESTION, ACHEAMPONG SHOWED HIS 
PLEASURE WITH THE NEW AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION. HE SAID. 

"I CAN ASSURE YOU. AND I HAVE EXPRESSED THIS FEELING TO 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG. AND I HAVE ASKED HIM TO CONVEY TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER, THAT WE DO APPRECIATE THE EFFORTS HIS 
GOVERNMENT IS MAKING AND WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT SUCCESS 
WILL COME IF THEY GO ON THE WAY THEY HAVE STARTED." 

IT WAS SHORTLY BEFORE NOON WHEN YOUNG AGREED TO A HALF- 
HOUR MEETING WITH SITHOLE, WHO HAD REMAINED HERE AFTER A 
MEETING LAST WEEK CONVENED BY THE GHANA GOVERNMENT IN AN 
EFFORT TO END THE DIVISIONS AMONG THE RIVAL RHODESIAN 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. 

YOUNG SOUGHT TO IMPRESS ON SITHOLE THE IMPORTANCE OF 
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"RATIONAL TRANSITION" IN RHODESIA- WHERE SOME OBSERVERS 
FEAR A CIVIL WAR IF BLACK NATIONALISTS FAIL TO SETTLE 
THEIR DIFFFERENCES BEFORE TAKING OVER FROM THE WHITE 
MINORITY NOW IN POWER. 

(IN CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA, FOREIGN MINISTER R.F. BOTHA 
SAID SOUTH AFRICA HAD "NO OBJECTIONS" TO A VISIT BY YOUNG. 

BOTHA SAID SOUTH AFRICA HAD BEEN "REASSURED" BY U.S. 

OFFICIALS ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF THE UNOFFICIAL VISIT, AND 
NOTED THE ORIGINAL PLANS HAD BEEN CHANGED SO THAT YOUNG'S 
VISIT WOULD NOT CONFLICT WITH A PLANNED U.S.-SOUTH AFRICAN 
CONFERENCE IN EUROPE.) CHRISTOPHER 
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